WAKEMAN'S WANDERINGS

A YRAMP IN PORTUGAL—IV.

®he Feut Traveler in the Homes of the

Fortaguese Peasantry — Boundless Hos-
pitality, Lightsome Labor and Joyous
Content—Charming Studies Among the
Lowly.

[Copyright. 1224 by Edgar L. Wakeman.)

Taviea. Portugal, Jan, 7.—My Gallegho
guide, servant, companion and (e wel, hone
est Dobrado, beeatig 20 enamorwl of our

Joitaring sort of wanderings thal, on 1eay
fng Beja, § had no difficnlty in ovorooming !
Al |

hin seruples aguinst traveling on fuok
a0 our way to the southern mescoast o
Portugal, perhaps 150 miles by the
fngs of the gquaint old thoronglifares of the
country, wns made from Bejn in this de
lightful manner.

In no strange land have I walked that
distanes with such a o of
elation of interest, Thereare early Onto
ber days In our own land whi b nil these
days and nights reeail {—duys when the
werdure is still rich upo
the aftermnth hns prshed &
ble of the fields and spread
onrpet above Lhe after hnrvest sere; whon
Aess and of wondrous depth
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he trecs: when
hove the stub

emernld

Wn

sk aoe elon
of blae, and when an aroma that hints of

is in the bracing nir; even

pxky is ablaze from the

fruit or of wine
fngs when the wh
metting of round red suns, that seem to
wait hnge and glorious before plur
noath the purple pillowwsof the s 1
1 of bty from

mlets quickens the footstep of

nights when the gii
!ll’-’.|- il ! h
belatedd wanderers and nocansciously mnke
more eaer il home gntherings where fire
pides are alrendy taking on a bit of the
cheery winter glow
This is the only
potithern Portogal know
der in . You
breathe great deafts of the exhilarating

winter ecentral and
There is & ten

vlittion unvonsciously

air. Your head is ercct and you walk in
fine, strong strides.  Then there nre cotnt
Joss sights nnd seones v hich churm and en
thrall; of cloud eapped sicren, of henth rov

ered moor, of houndless forest, of valley

Inndseaps, of mountain sido |
together as on s gnudy thread by strane
processions, of huge old windmills aus in
Holland, of gigantic water wheels erealdin:
and swinging and oxen eireling about them
$u endles: tread, of walled in farm homes
built ns if vo withstand siege, and of every
form of peasant labor and pestime, ulways
of deepest interest becanse telling the story
of everviny life and living of the hnmble
folk of ahy land, upon whose lubor and lives
after all the entire socinl nnd governmental
guperstracture of Aoy nation is lald

A suunier land in which to travel docs
not exist. Hospitality is universal and in
tense. It i 8o extroordinery s character
iatic among all clasus that it often be
comes an fmpediment wo progressio travel
Between Fyora and Tav
miles by rosd—we were literally compelled
to euter more than 170 homws.  In & dozen
of these we were guartersd for thoe night,
and in all the rest refreshment was offered
and partaken of. Most interesting of ull
were the visits Lo ruoinons old monasteri

It often seemed that we mnst fove beet
espicd at a distance of wiles; for in many
instances some ambling old servitor ¥
pent ta meet us, or again a kindly face
friar halted us at the roadside, and pre
cisely as if the visit were prearrangod con
ducted us to bis monastery, often a little
and pinched habitation where less thao a
score of the order seemed to be guining a
Bvelihood. The welcome and benedictions
at purting were always of a clinractor ty
convey the idea that our coming hal placed
our host under inexpressible obligations,
while the eagerness of these mountain side
monks to gather the mengerest knowledge
of the outer world's affairs and activities
was often touching and pathetie in the ex
treme.

Friar, farmer and peasantiwere alike in
punctilions observance of oune pleasant
enstom. At our departure they alwiays a
companied us sume distance, and frequent
Iy for miles, on our way. Then, stinding
by the wayside until we were quite out of
hearing and sight, they seut after us all
manner of friendly benediction inter
spersed with “Boa visgem, bos viagem!™
{good voyage, good voyagel) untl they
must have returned to monastery, villeg
gintura or cabin hoarse from their kindly
called furewells.

Dobirudo tells me this boundless hospital
ity is a changeless part of Portuguese re
ligion; that they have s 4 common sayinge,
“Curses follow ill welcomed travelers,”
and that the belief is general here that good
fortune comes in degree to the bountiful
entertainment of all strangers who may
chance among them, | have found the
same custom and belief prevailing in only
one other place in Europe.  That is in the
west of Ireland among the poor but great
hearted folk of lone and ruggel Conne
mara.

But of decper interest than all elee are
the lowly folk of this fair lund, I have nat
seen in town or city an instance of what
we know as want and sullering, The low
ly in Portugal possess nothing, aequire
nothing, have burning ambitions for noth
ing. A Dbit of cornimenl or rye bread
washed down with water 18 & repast.  Add
to the bread a bit of fish, a handful of
olives or a few swallows of wine and it
is o feast.

The stinging scourge of necessity for
providence with which the rigors of win
ter lash our own poor is incomprehensible
here. At their backs are mountaing and
valleys green Lo Lhe sun and sky the whole
year through, and uever falling in their
rieh yield of fruit and gridns,  Av their
feet are browd rivers or the almost encir
eling sea, with luscious food free for the
taking. Noune ever become rich. Noneever
arrive at our own ides of w modest compe
tency. None scarcely know how to think
riches can be desirable. The wonder with
them is that any one should worry or
strive; that any human being should ever
be in & hurry. As with the Cubans in

unlets strang

i—ahbonts X0

their languor breeding clime  whose
* Manaiial” (tomorrow!) is the key to their
1% and vassalage, “Paciencia!”  or

“Patience!” tells the story bere. Some
thing is wrong with that one who will
hasien, and crime surely lurks beneath
Jeanness and vigor.

The mountains and valleys of Portugal
give home to a folk possessing all the win
some sunniness of the lowly of towns with
out a tithe of their upathy and sluggard.
ness. You may read all the pastoral poems
ever written and gain uo more colorful
picture of pastoral lives in endless content

ness than your eyves may be
in an hour's ride or walk anywhere in
interior of Portugal. Rest is in the
and sky, the earth and air, the home
field, in all men and in all nature.
1 do not mean that no labor is performed,
all labor done bas in it the seeming of
dallisnce with toil.
surfeited with odor,
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